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Program Summary: 
Scientific research continually produces new findings that improve health care. However research cannot improve health outcomes unless health professionals and health services incorporate the findings into their practice and policies. Successfully changing practice and policy in line with new research relies on strategies that overcome specific barriers to changing practice. This program of research (six projects within four themes spanning a range of disciplines and settings relevant to neurotrauma) will develop and test strategies to increase the uptake of research into policy and practice, so facilitating improved outcomes for people after traumatic brain injury.

Theme 1 concerns developing the tools for improving the use of evidence in neurotrauma practice. These include maps of research evidence, systematic reviews of existing literature, and the development of clinical practice guidelines tailored to the Victorian neurotrauma community.

In Theme 2 we will survey current practice and identify opportunities for knowledge translation, in particular where there are gaps between the most up-to-date research evidence and what is commonly practiced.

Theme 3 is devoted to developing and trialling a consistent approach to the screening and identification, referral and follow-up of minor head injured patients in Australian emergency departments with the goal of minimising the medium to long-term morbidity that follows a substantial proportion of apparently minor head injuries.

Theme 4 encompasses the other themes in an overall program of capacity building to ensure all stakeholders in the neurotrauma community are familiar with the use of research evidence to guide clinical and policy decision-making.

Investigators in this program of research are an international team with expertise in neurotrauma management and knowledge translation research, spanning many academic institutions, patient and policy stakeholders and clinical service providers.
Program Website: www.netprogram.org.au
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