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Project Summary:
This research program aims to investigate the impact of childhood TBI on social functions, over two years post-injury. The assumption is that such problems (e.g., poor peer interaction, limited understanding of social rules and consequences, loneliness, social withdrawal) are due to a combination of neurologic and psychosocial factors, with the most promising opportunity for intervention being the psychosocial domain. This program, which will involve a sample of children with TBI and healthy children, is an extension of previous work and will employ a theoretical and multidisciplinary framework. The program aims to: 1) using a prospective, longitudinal design, evaluate social function in children post-TBI and follow recovery of these skills over two years post-injury; and 2) identify predictors of social impairment (injury, cognitive, psychosocial factors).
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